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Art Unit: 1725 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1, 4, 5, 12, 15, 16, 21, 25, and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by JP 05-318,117. 

JP 05-318,117 teaches a welding-type power supply that has a drawer disposed 
inside of the welding-type power supply so that the drawer is movable in and out of the 
supply. JP 05-318,117 teaches that drawer can be removed from the supply. The supply 
has a chassis with a top panel and the drawer is disposed below the top panel by sliding 
through an opening in the front panel of the supply (see JP 05-318,117; particularly 
abstract and Figures 7 and 8). 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

4. Claims 1, 4, and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
Lincoln Electric: Precision TIG 275 & 375 Product Sales Guide. 

The Lincoln Electric: Precision TIG 275 & 375 Product Sales Guide teaches a 
welding-type power supply with a storage drawer disposed inside of the power supply. 
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The supply has a top panel and the drawer is disposed below the top panel so that the 
drawer is integrated into the supply (see Lincoln Electric: Precision TIG 275 & 375 
Product Sales Guide; particularly section 5, slide 13). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-6, 11-15, 20, 25, 26, 31, and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Colella (U.S.P. 6,051,809) in view of Brofft et al. (U.S. 
2002/0163196). 

Colella teaches a welding power supply that includes a storage compartment 
within the housing of the power supply. The compartment is located at the top of the 
welding power supply beneath a top panel of the power supply. A control panel is 
included in the power supply and the storage compartment is disposed above at least a 
portion of the control panel. The storage compartment has a shelf that prevents 
contents from falling into the welding power supply and the shelf is configured to accept 
a torch that is usable with the power supply. Colella teaches that an accessory, such as a 
welding torch, can be retrieved from the compartment for use with the power supply 
and that once work is done the accessory is stored in the storage area (see U.S.P. 
6,051,809; particularly Figures 1 and 3; column 2, lines 22-29; column 3, lines 15-24; 
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column 4, lines 6-31). The examiner notes that claims 3 and 14 do not specify that the 
control panel is on the same side of the power supply housing. 

Colella does not teach that the storage compartment has a drawer. 

Brofft et al. teach a welding power supply in which a drawer is used for storage 
(see U.S. 2002/0163196; particularly paragraphs 19 and 29). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time that the 
applicant's invention was made to have modified the power supply of Colella by the 
teachings of Brofft et al. to use a drawer as a storage device. One of ordinary skill in the 
art would have been motivated to do so in light of advantages of drawers and cabinets as 
storage devices. 

7. Claims 7-9, 16-19, 21-24, and 27-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Colella (U.S. P. 6,051*809) in view of Brofft et al. (U.S. 
2002/0163196) as applied to claims 1-6, 11-15, 20, 25, 26, 31, and 32 above, and further 
in view of Alfaro (U.S.P. 5,927,839). 

The former references teach the power supply taught above in section 6. 
However, these references do not teach that the power supply includes a tray that is 
connected to the drawer by slides. 

Alfaro teaches a storage device with drawers that can be used to store and 
organize tools. The drawers are disposed within the housing of the storage device and 
trays are disposed within the drawers. The trays are connected to the drawers by rails 
that the trays slide upon and the drawers are connected to the housing by slides. The 
trays also have front and rear walls which would prevent contents from falling out of the 
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tray. Alfaro teaches that this drawer configuration provides maximum usage and 
versatility of its storage space. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time that the 
applicant's invention was made to have modified the power supply taught above by the 
teachings of Alfaro. One would have been motivated to do so in order to provide 
maximum usage and versatility of its storage space. 

8. Claims 5, 11, 12, 15, 16, 20-24, 26, and 30-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Lincoln Electric: Precision TIG 275 & 375 Product Sales 
Guide as applied to claims 1, 4, and 25 above. 

The Lincoln Electric: Precision TIG 275 & 375 Product Sales Guide teaches the 
welding-type power supply as noted above in section 4. This Sales Guide also teaches 
that the storage drawer will fit a helmet, gloves, or a foot pedal, and that the drawer fits 
through an opening the in front panel of the power supply. Being that the storage 
means is a drawer, the contents of the drawer would be prevented from spilling into the 
power supply by the bottom of the drawer. However, this reference does not teach that 
the drawer slides, is movable, or that the drawer is sized to accommodate a torch. Nor 
does the reference teach that the drawer is removable from the supply. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time that the 
applicant's invention was made to have made the drawer in the supply taught by the 
Sales Guide to have been movable and slidable in and out of the supply so that one could 
access and store the accessories stored in the drawer, such as the helmet, gloves, or foot 
pedal taught by the Sales Guide. One of ordinary skill in the art would recognize that if 
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the drawer is sized to fit a helmet that the drawer is large enough to fit a welding torch 
since a torch would be relatively the same size or smaller. One of ordinary skill in the 
art would recognize that the drawer is removable from the supply since a drawer can be 
normally removed from the tracks or slides that it travels on by simply pulling the 
drawer out of the tracks or slides, or by disassembling the moving means that the 
drawer travels on. 



9- Claims 7-9, 18, 19, and 27-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lincoln Electric: Precision TIG 275 & 375 Product Sales Guide as 
applied to claims 1, 4, 5, 11, 12, 15, 16, 20-26, and 30-32 above, and further in view of 
Alfaro (U.S.P. 5,927,839). 

The former references teach the power supply taught above in section 8. 
However, these references do not teach that the power supply includes a tray that is 
connected to the drawer by slides. 

Alfaro teaches a storage device with drawers that can be used to store and 
organize tools. The drawers are disposed within the housing of the storage device and 
trays are disposed within the drawers. The trays are connected to the drawers by rails 
that the trays slide upon and the drawers are connected to the housing by slides. The 
trays also have front and rear walls which would prevent contents from falling out of the 
tray. Alfaro teaches that this drawer configuration provides maximum usage and 
versatility of its storage space. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time that the 
applicant's invention was made to have modified the power supply taught above by the 
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teachings of Alfaro. One would have been motivated to do so in order to provide 
maximum usage and versatility of its storage space. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

10. Claim 10 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

11. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: the prior art of record does not teach or suggest a welding-type power supply 
with a drawer disposed inside of the welding-type power supply wherein the a lift eye 
supports the drawer in the power supply. 



Conclusion 



12. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Borchardt et al. (U.S.P. 6,137,080) is cited of interest for 
illustrating the state of the art in welding power supply design. 



Response to Arguments 

13. Applicant's arguments filed 14 April 2003 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

The examiner notes that the previous rejection has been changed and that new 
rejections regarding JP 05-318,117 and the Lincoln Electric: Precision TIG 275 & 375 
Product Sales Guide have been made. 
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The examiner notes that the applicant has argued against the previously cited 
references individually, particularly that Colella does not teach a drawer and that the 
drawer of Brofft et al. is not located inside of the power supply housing. In response to 
applicant's arguments against the references individually, one cannot show 
nonobviousness by attacking references individually where the rejections are based on 
combinations of references. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981); 
In re Merck & Co., 800 F.2d 1091, 231 USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 1986). The examiner further 
notes that Colella teaches a storage compartment inside of the power supply housing 
and that Brofft et al. teach a storage drawer that is combined with a power supply. 
Therefore, the combined teachings of these references read upon the claimed limitations 
of the storage drawer claimed by the applicant. 

The argument by the applicant that storage compartment of Colella is on the 
opposite side of the power supply and is not at least partially above the control panel is 
unpersuasive. The examiner notes that the applicant does not claim that the control 
panel is directly above the storage compartment or that the control panel is on the same 
side or end of the power supply as the storage compartment. Therefore, when 
considering the claimed limitations in their broadest sense, at least a portion of the 
storage compartment is above at least a portion of the control panel. 

The argument by the applicant that the drawers taught by the references noted 
above are not inside of the power supply or are integrated with the power supply is 
unpersuasive. As taught by the references noted above, the drawers are accommodated 
in a space within the power supply. In the case of Colella and Brofft et al., although the 
drawer is fitting underneath of the power supply between its legs, it is still being 
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accommodated within a space provided by the power supply and is fitting inside of the 
power supply. The limitations of "inside" and "integrated" are broad terms and that the 
teachings of Colella and Brofft et al. read upon the claimed limitations in their broadest 
sense. The examiner notes that the applicant appears to be arguing that the drawer 
should be integrated in or should be located inside of the housing of the power supply. 
However, the applicant has not claimed that the drawer is located inside of 
integrated inside of the housing of the power supply. 



oris 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kevin L McHenry whose telephone number is (703) 
305-9626. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 



examiners 



supervisor, Thomas G Dunn can be reached on (703) 308-3318. The fax phone numbers 

for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9310 

for regular communications and (703) 872-9311 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 

proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0661. 





July 1, 2003 




/ M. ALEXANDRA ELVE 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



